
How to create Google Scholars Profile    

 

Google Scholar is a freely accessible web search engine that indexes the full text or metadata of 

scholarly literature across an array of publishing formats and disciplines. It helps you more easily 

share your publications with new readers, and discover new citations to your work.  

  

Step 1: Create your basic profile 

  

Log on to scholar.google.com and click the “My Profile” link at the top of the page to get your 

account setup started.  

  

On the first screen, add your affiliation information and university email address, so Google 

Scholar can confirm your account. Add keywords that are relevant to your research interests, so 

others can find you when browsing a subject area. Provide a link to your university homepage, if 

you have one.   

  

Click “Next Step,” and--that’s it! Your basic profile is done. Now, let’s add some publications to 

it.   

  

Step 2: Add publications 

  

Google Scholar will provide you with a list of publications they think belong to you. You’ll need 

to read through the list of publications that it suggests as yours and select which ones you want to 

add to your profile.  Beware--if you have a common name, it’s likely there’s some publications 

in this list that don’t belong to you. And there’s also possibly content that you don’t want on 

your profile because it’s not a scholarly article, or is not representative of your current research 

path, and so on.   

  

Read through the publications list and deselect any that you do not want to add to your profile. 

Then click the grey “Add” button at the top of your profile.  

  

Next, confirm you want Google to automatically add new publications to your profile in the 

future. If you’ve got a very common name, note that this might add publications you didn’t 

author to your profile. But if you’re a prolific author, it can be worth it for the time it saves you 

approving new articles every month.  

  

Your profile is now almost complete! Two more steps: add a photo by clicking the “Change 

Photo” link on your profile homepage, and set your private profile to “Public.”  

  

Step 3: Make your profile public 

  

Your profile is private if you’ve just created it. Change your profile visibility by clicking “Edit” 

next to “My profile is private” and then selecting “My profile is public” in the drop-down box.  

  

 

 

http://scholar.google.com/


Bonus: Add co-authors 

   

While your profile is technically complete, you’ll want to take advantage of Google Scholar’s 

built-in co-authorship network. Adding co-authors is a good way to let others know you’re now 

on Google Scholar, and will be useful later on in the Challenge, when we set up automatic alerts 

that can help you stay on top of new research in your field.  

  

To add a suggested co-author, find the “Add Co-authors” section on the top right-hand section of 

your profile, and then click the plus-sign next to each co-author you want to add.  

  

That’s it! Now you’ve got a Google Scholar profile that helps you track when your work has 

been cited both in the peer-reviewed literature and, and is yet another scholarly landing page 

that’ll connect others with your publications. The best part? Google Scholar’s pretty good at 

automatically adding new stuff to your profile, meaning you won’t have to do a lot of work to 

keep it up.  

 


